
 

 

 4th Grade 
       Language Arts  

  AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school. 

AKS/Objective: Compare and contrast how themes, topics, and patterns of events in stories, 

myths, and traditional literature are developed by different authors and shaped by different 

cultures. 

 

 
 

This means… 

I can…  

Speak of the similarities and differences 

between themes, topics, and patterns of 

events in stories, myths, and traditional 

literature. 

I can....  

Explain how traditional stories from different 

cultures are told differently, but still have the 

same theme, or morals.  

 

 

This looks like… 

Action 1:  

The student can Identify the theme of both 

stories and explain how the author develops 

similar or different patterns of events to support 

the theme. 

Action 2:  

The student can discuss and write about the 

similarities and differences of how themes, 

topics (characters and settings), and patterns of 

events are developed in 2 or more traditional 

stories from different cultures.  

Activity Title: Cinderella Around the World LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

● Copy of Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe 

● Copy of Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella by Robert D. San Souci 

● Copy of Cinderella Around the World Graphic Organizer 

● Copy of Cinderella Around the World Venn Diagram 

● Copy of Cinderella Around the World Writing Page 

● Reading journal 

● Writing instruments 

● Post-It Notes to highlight focal points 

https://youtu.be/b1yMfQGlXBs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17lcxWl_qYbK_mYpriJiFuJ8T2QjA24Hb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ivhrgFzw90CmbfQdLgHGv-UVV1ZfYWyh/view?usp=sharing
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Directions:  

● Discuss the traditional Cinderella story with your student. Be sure to include the 

character traits of the evil sisters, the evil stepmother, the fairy Godmother, and 

Cinderella herself. Discuss a theme of the story. For example, one theme is “Good 

fortune comes to those who are kind, humble, and obedient.”  

● Read Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughter to your student. Discuss the story with him/her to 

include the theme, the interactions of the characters, setting, and the events of the 

story.  

● Read Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella to your student. Discuss the story with him/her 

to include the theme, the interactions of the characters, setting, and the events of the 

story. 

● When finished, fill out the copy of Cinderella Around the World Graphic Organizer (see 

attached). Help to draw your student’s attention to focal points such as the main 

characters, setting, how the events unfolded, interactions between characters, the 

outcome of said interactions, and an expressed theme.  

● When finished, and to further solidify the skill of comparing and contrasting, allow your 

student to transfer the information from the graphic organizer to the Venn Diagram (see 

attached). Then discuss how, although the themes of both stories may be very similar, 

the author developed each story in very different ways. Again, draw your student’s 

attention to focal points such as the main characters, setting, how the events unfolded, 

interactions between characters, and the outcome of said interactions. 

● Once your student has completed the Venn Diagram, have a conversation allowing 

him/her to express how the authors crafted each story differently, based on culture and 

region, but still were able to arrive at similar themes. Assist your student with content 

based academic language such as “similar, different, in contrast, however, both, etc. 

Please find a chart attached of additional compare and contrast clue words here.  

● Lastly, and to extend the activity, you can then allow your student to summarize their 

findings in writing (see attached writing page). 

 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

Try using these sentence stems to guide discussion and to help the student organize his/her 

thinking into sentences, and paragraphs. Be sure to review what “theme” means. It is a 

recurring idea or message throughout a piece of literature. For example, in the story The Three 

Little Pigs, one theme might be: In life, it is important to take your time to do your best 

work. Students can practice finding the theme by rereading favorite picture books. Students 

can also practice this on their favorite books. Many students often confuse the theme of the 

story with the topic of the story, not understanding that the theme is the lesson learned after 

the characters interacted one with the other and overcame the challenges they faced in the 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F_A5k9FiPvj5_4Mj4w9RExY9wMK-OGm2/view?usp=sharing
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story. Here is a link to the story Stray by Cynthia Rylant. Read this story to and with your child. 

Practice stating the theme for each story you read.  

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

Have your student choose a very popular theme. Here are a few examples: “Be satisfied with what you 

have. There are many ways to accomplish a task. Kindness always wins.” Once your student chooses a 

theme, have them draft two stories using different characters, events, settings, and character 

interactions to arrive at the same standard. Please know this task will not be completed in one sitting; 

rather allow your student to work towards this goal over several days. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

Once you have guided your student through this task, allow him/her the opportunity to repeat these 

steps using two different fictional, traditional books.  

https://strasopindzur.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/stray-grade-6-text.pdf

